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Northwood

Newsletter No. 6: 3rd December 2021
Worship
The Christingle Service was the highlight of worship
this week. Each child learnt about Christingle and why
it is celebrated around the world. Red tape was
wrapped around the orange to illustrate Jesus’ blood
and sacrifice and 4 cocktail sticks decorated with dried
fruit and sweets, represented the four seasons. A
candle (glow stick) was added in the middle of the
orange to create a warm, magical glow
symbolizing the love and light of God and
spreading hope to people living in darkness.

Attendance
Class Attendance
Congratulations to Ash / Year 2 who have achieved the highest level of attendance this week at 100% fantastic! (Reminder: the winning class for the term will enjoy a celebration at the end of term). Well done
to Sycamore class who also attained above our target level this week with no unauthorised absences. We
would like to highlight that whilst mindful of the festive season and children’s excitement as we approach
the end of term, curriculum learning will continue until 17th December.
Regular and punctual attendance at school is a legal requirement, as well as being essential to enable children
to maximise their educational attainments. Please see below a clear example explaining the missed learning
opportunities if a child’s attendance falls below 90%.
Attendance Missing out on

Which means......

Over 13 yrs of schooling is........

90%

1 day per fortnight 4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years missed

80%

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years missed

60%

2 days per week

16 weeks per year Over 5 years missed

40%

3 days per week

24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years missed

Safeguarding and Health and Safety
Importance of wearing visible clothing
Keeping Children Safe in the Dark
Visibility is key. Children need to be seen, not just by other
motorists and cyclists but by other pedestrians. It is vital to
teach your child/ren good road safety basics from an early
age. Explain to children why they should not run across the
road, show them how to identify safe places to cross and
reinforce the importance of road safety. It is unsafe for
young children to run ahead from their accompanying adult,
or to whizz past on their scooters. Drivers may not spot a
child on their own. Please look out for future details
regarding your child/ren’s pedestrian training which will also
help to educate the children in these areas.
Visibility on dark nights
Think about what your child/ren are wearing. They are safer
if they are visible, and you can easily add high-visibility
reflective strips on their clothing, school bags or bike helmets. Additionally, they could carry a torch.
If you are concerned about the safety of any children, please share any concerns with our designated
safeguarding leads (Mrs Roscoe and Mrs Rodenas) or in their absence our deputy safeguarding leads
(Mrs Morgan and Mr Brown).

Health Eating Workshop – ‘The Science Machine’
Year 4 enjoyed a visit from a theatre company who provided them with
a workshop entitled ‘The Science Machine’. The children learnt all
about the digestive system and healthy eating. They were visited by
Professor Imogen and her Science Machine which was broken and
needed their help to fix it. They pretended to be different types of food,
finding out about different food groups and sorting them. It was lots of
fun.
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Super Star Sports Christmas Multi-Sport Activity Camp
20th – 23rd December. Please see flyer below for full details.
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Watford Music Festival
The Watford Festival of Music, Speech and Drama is back with an in-person Festival in 2022! This unique
Festival offers an ideal platform for young people of all ages to showcase their talents by performing before
an accredited adjudicator and an audience at one of the largest and most respected Festivals of its kind in
the UK. The Festival is held in February and March every year. It is a competitive Festival and there are
classes divided into the following sections: Choral, Vocal, Pianoforte, Strings, Woodwind & Brass and Speech
& Drama.
Please find attached a poster giving details of the Festival. The registration deadline is on
th
Friday, 10 December and the deadline for entries is Friday 17th December. For more information click on
web page: https://www.watfordfestival.co.uk/ or email sdteam@watfordfestival.co.uk.
SparksArts Film and editing classes for KS2 children
SparksArts Filming and editing classes for 5 to 18 years courses on Saturday Mornings and during the
holidays, next one is February half term (book early as spaces fill up fast!) Why not try a free trial class or
sign up with a money back guarantee! Please click on the link to find out more: SparksArts
If you wish to sign up for classes, please quote HOLYTN10, to receive a community discount when booking.

Forthcoming dates:
w/c 6th December
Tuesday 7th December
Thursday 9th December
Monday 13th December

EY/KS1 Nativity (separate letter sent with full details)
Ash Class Visit to Wenzel’s Bakery (postponed - new date to be advised soon)
Additional Choir Rehearsal Opportunity
PTFA Secret’s Room Event (see PTFA gift token letter sent earlier this week)

Tuesday 14th December
Friday 17th December

School Christmas Lunch (please remember to order via The Pantry)
Christmas Church Service
Term ends at 13:15 (After School Club finishes at 16:00)

Wednesday 5th January 2022

Spring (Epiphany) Term begins for pupils

Further dates/information will continue to be added throughout the academic year.

Star Learner of the Week
Congratulations to:
Thalia
Aidan
Caleb
Deborah
Ana Eliza
Keyon
Maria
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Woodlands
Oak Class
Ash Class
Willow Class
Cedar Class
Sycamore Class
Redwood Class

